gust 10.]         J^o/Z7z.sons love of anecdotes.                 43
not then published his Annals of Scotland^: JOHNSON. ^er * was once on a visit at the house of a lady for |iac' a high. respect. There was a good deal of in the room. When they were gone, I said to this Jy, ""What foolish talking have we had!" "Yes, (said e,) but while they- talked, you said nothing." I was struck tli tlit) reproof. I-Iow much better is the man who does ytliiiig that is ill 110 cent, than he who does nothing. Be-'es, I 1°^° anec dotes8. I fancy mankind may come, in ae, to write all aplioristically, except in narrative; grow ary °f preparation, and connection, and illustration, and tliose arts by which, a big book is made. If a man is to it till he weaves anecdotes into a system, we may be long g-etting them, and get but few, in comparison of what we glit get.'
Dr. Robertson said, the notions of EupJiam Macallan, a iaticl<: woman, of whom Lord Hailes gives a sketch, were 11 prevalent among- some of the Presbyterians; and there-re it "was right in Lord Hailes, a man of known piety, to .deceive them3. We -walked out4, that Dr. Johnson might see some of the
Sec tuifc, i. 500, and ii. 318.                           a See ante, ii. 12,
Euplian M'Cullan (not Euphara Macallan) is mentioned in Dal-nple's [Lord Hailes j Remarks on the History of Scotland, p. 254. e ma.intziinerl that * slie seldom ever prayed but she got a positive 5wer.' The minister of her parish was ill. ' She prayed, and got an ;\ver that for a year's time he should be spared ; and after the year's i lie fell sick again.' ' I went,' said she, 'to pray yet again for his ; ; tmt the Lord left me not an mouse's likeness (a proverbial ex-ission, meaning; to ?~e^> rove with such severity that the person reproved -zttfcs find becomes a&asTted},^^ said, 'Beast that thou art! shall I
=.r-v   -r>-iir o/.>i-(7<iri-H   Jn   i-»oi-r-»   ff\r tVrir c-aVf ?'    Anrlwhpn T Rflirl. ' T.nrrl. what.